ABSTRACT. One thousand two-hundred-four helminth samples recovered from Brazilian Ardeidae birds during 54 years were studied. Samples consisted of cestodes, trematodes, and nematodes, parasites of egrets and herons. Based on the present results 49 new host and three new geographical distribution records were established.
The ardeid birds, commonly known as egrets and herons, belong to the order Ciconiiformes, generally inhabiting tropical and subtropical regions in mudflats, ponds, lakes, water reservoirs and dam areas, as well as wetlands. Ardeids feed on fishes, amphibians, reptiles, insects and mollusks, that could serve as intermediate hosts for the helminths. Some ardeids can act as definitive hosts for some potential zoonotic helminth species, such as Phagicola angrense (Travassos, 1916) , playing an important role in such infections that can be transmitted to man from the same intermediate hosts.
The helminths studied herein were recovered from 12 species of ardeid birds, collected during major Brazilian parasite surveys, between 1909 and 1963 , that were incorporated to the Helminthological Collection of the Oswaldo Cruz Institute (CHlOC).
MATERIAL AND METHODS
The present new records were obtained from 1204 studied samples of helminths parasites of ardeids, deposited in the Helminthological Collection of the Oswaldo Cruz Institute (CHlOC). Specimens are kept either in numbered vials or as whole mounts, matched with respective numbered files. Helminths were preserved in 70° GL ethanol, AF A, or Railliet & Henry solution (0,85 NaCI solution: 93 ml ; formaldehyde: 3 ml; glacial acetic acid: 2ml) and processed for study as described elsewhere (MUNIZ-PEREIRA & AMATO 1995 , 1998 VICENTE et a/. I 995a) . NHR and NGR indicate New Host Record, and New Geographical Records, respectively . Classification of hosts follows SICK (1997) . Determination of the digenean specimens to generic level was based on Y AMAGUn (1971) and TRA-VASSOS et af. (1969) . Cestodes were determined to generic level according to the keys of SCHMIDT (1986) and KHALIL et af. (1994) . Assignment of the digeneans and cestodes to a specific level was obtained from the available literature. The diagnosis of the nematodes to a specific level was achieved by the catalogue of the nematodes from birds (VICENTE et af. 1 995b), Y AMAGUTI (1961), and SKRJABIN & SOBOLEV (1963) . The classification of the major groups of Platyhelminthes follows BROOKS (1989) . Voucher determined specimens were deposited in the Helminthological Collection ofthe Oswaldo Cruz Institute (CHIOC) as whole mounts and wet material.
RESULTS

Platyhelminthes Gegenbauer, 1859
Digenea Van 8eneden, 1858 , 2232b , 2233 , 2234 , 2235 , 2236 , 2237 , 2239a , 2589 , 2590c , 259Ic,2645 , 2780 , 278Ia, 2782a , 2803a ,280 4a,2805a ,2806 , 2897 (who le mount) ; 12222 (wet materi al). ( 1969) .
Levinseniella cruzi
Proctobium proctobium Travassos, 1918 (Travassos, 1921 
